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First Sunday of Advent 
November 29, 2020 

 

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 
 

PRELUDE 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 

Celebrant     Come and save us, O Lord God of hosts.  

People   Come and save us, O Lord God of hosts.  
 

Celebrant    Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved . 

People  O Lord God of hosts.  
 

Celebrant  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

People  Come and save us, O Lord God of hosts. 
 

Celebrant  Show us your mercy, O Lord. 

People  And grant us your salvation. 
 

Celebrant  Christ the Lord, Son of the living God, light from light, leads us into the light and 

reveal his holiness.  With confidence let us make our prayer: 

People Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Celebrant Light that never fades, dispel the mists about us. 

People Awaken our faith from sleep. 
 

Celebrant Guard us from all harm today. 

People May your glory fill us with joy. 
 

Celebrant Give us unfailing gentleness at all times, 

People toward everyone we meet. 
 

Celebrant Come to create a new earth for us, 

People where there will be justice and peace.  Amen.                                                                                      

 

ENTRANCE HYMN                 O come, O come, Emmanuel                                       Hymnal 56     
                                                      

The Word of God                                     
OPENING ACCLAMATION                                                                                        BCP p. 355 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

KYRIE ELEISON                                                                                                           BCP p. 356 
The following is sung, all standing 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY                                                                                    BCP p. 211 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 

humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 

living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 64:1-9 

The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of the Prophet Isaiah. 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at 

your presence—as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to make your 

name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! When you 

did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your 

presence. From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God 

besides you, who works for those who wait for him. You meet those who gladly do right, those 

who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself 

we transgressed. We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are 

like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is 

no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face 

from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 

we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly 

angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 Silence may follow. 
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PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 

Remain seated. 

 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

  stir up your strength and come to help us. 

 3Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 4O LORD God of hosts, * 

  how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people? 

 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 

  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 

  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

 7Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 16Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 

  the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

 17And so will we never turn away from you; * 

  give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

 18Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * 

  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

The people sit.  

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God 

always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every 

way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—just as the 

testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—so that you are not lacking in any 

spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you 

to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by 

him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Silence may follow. 

 

GRADUAL HYMN                       Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding                         Hymnal 59                                                         
All stand.          
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GOSPEL: Mark 13:24-37 
All stand. 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

[Jesus said,] “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 

give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be 

shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then 

he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 

the ends of heaven. From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 

puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking 

place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 

away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 

not pass away. But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 

Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is 

like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his 

work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not 

know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or 

at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to 

all: Keep awake.” 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

THE SERMON                                                                                              The Rev. Will Lowry 

Brief moment of silence to follow.  
 

 

THE CREED                                                                                                                   BCP p. 358 
All stand. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                               
Celebrant:  Faithful God, stir up your strength and come to help us as we look for the revealing 

of our Savior Jesus Christ; hear our prayers and strengthen us to the end as we pray:  Restore 

us, O God of hosts; show us the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

Litanist:  We give thanks to you, our Loving God, for the grace you have given to us in Christ 

Jesus:  Enrich your Church in speech and knowledge of every kind that she may not be lacking in 

any spiritual gift and may be awake, alert and blameless.  We pray especially for Justin, 

Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Russell, our Bishop; Will, our Rector; 

John, our Deacon and all other clergy and ministers of your church. 

Restore us, O God of hosts;  

show us the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

Make your name known, O Infinite One, so that the nations might tremble at your presence:  

Gather the elect from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven, and let everyone know that 

humanity is the work of your hand and the sheep of your flock. We pray especially for Donald, 

our President; Joe, our President-elect; Kay, our Governor; Robert, our Mayor and Tony, Mayor 

of Orange Beach.  

Restore us, O God of hosts;  

show us the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

Come among us with great power and glory, Good Shepherd of your people, shine forth and give 

to all the earth the light of your presence.   

Restore us, O God of hosts;  

show us the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

Be near to this community, at our very gates and within our hearts, and do not hide your face 

from us, that we may know your glory in the evening and at midnight and at cockcrow and at 

dawn, and not be found asleep at the day of your coming.  We pray for all First Responders, Law 

Enforcement and Members of the Armed Forces, both at home and abroad, especially our 

parishioners Chris and John. 

Restore us, O God of hosts;  

show us the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
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Compassionate One, open the heavens and come down with your healing grace for those for 

whom we pray, especially our parishioners Cal, Mike, Biff, Rick, Betty, Doris, Ann, Al, Fred, 

David, the Waggoner Family and all on our prayer list. 
   

We give thanks for the grace and peace that come from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 
 

May your angels gather your beloved into the day of your triumph as we remember those who 

have died. 

Restore us, O God of hosts;  

show us the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

O God of heavenly powers, by the might of your command you drive away from our bodies all 

sickness and all infirmity: Be present in your goodness with your servants that their weakness 

may be banished and their strength restored; and that, their health being renewed, they may bless 

your holy Name. 

Restore us, O God of hosts;  

show us the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

Sanctify, O Lord, those whom you have called to the study and practice of the arts of healing, 

and to the prevention of disease and pain. Strengthen them by your life-giving Spirit, that by 

their ministries the health of the community may be promoted and your creation glorified. 

Restore us, O God of hosts;  

show us the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

Celebrant:  No one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, O 

Holy One; you are the potter and we are the clay, the work of your hand:  Shine forth upon your 

creation, stir up your strength, and come to help us, as we put our trust in you, our Loving 

Father, through our Savior Jesus Christ in the power of your Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 

ever.  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION OF SIN                                                                                                  BCP p. 359 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
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The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

THE PEACE                                                                                                                   BCP p. 360 
All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another  

in the name of the Lord staying in their places. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Holy Communion               
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE                                                                                           BCP p. 376 
The Celebrant says 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 

Ephesians 5:2 

OFFERTORY HYMN                   Lo, He comes with clouds descending                    Hymnal 57 

 

Celebrant              All things come of thee O Lord 

People        And of thine own have we given thee. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B                                                                                         BCP p. 367 

The People remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him 

of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, 

we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

The People stand or kneel. 

The Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 

of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 

fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 

country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, we may enter the everlasting 

heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, 

the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                BCP p. 364 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 



9 

 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
FRACTION                                                                                                                     BCP p. 364 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. 

 

INVITATION 
The Celebrant says 

This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ. It is made ready for those who love God 

and who want to love God more. So come, you who have much faith and you who have little, 

you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time or ever before, you 

who have tried to follow and you who have failed. Come, not because the Church invites you; It 

is Christ who invites you to be known and fed here. 

 

DISTRIBUTION                                                                                                             BCP p. 365 

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the 

people in their places. 

The Bread is given to the communicants with these words 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 

 

COMMUNION HYMN                Come, thou long expected Jesus                            Hymnal 66 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER                                                                                  BCP p. 365 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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BLESSING                                                                                                                     
The Priest blesses the people saying 

As you leave this place, go forth in peace. Be assured that the past is forgiven. Know that the 

future is in God’s hands. Return no evil for evil. Remember the poor, pray for the sick, and make 

no peace with injustice in this world. May the blessing of God Almighty; Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit be upon you and remain with you always.  

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN                  Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates                   Hymnal 436                                                                                       

 

DISMISSAL                                                                                                                   BCP p. 366  

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! Alleluia, alleluia. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Please remain in your seats until an usher instructs you to exit. 

Thank you for your patience. 

POSTLUDE                      

 

 

 

WELCOME TO HOLY SPIRIT EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

All who seek to know God in a deeper and more meaningful way are welcome to receive 

Communion.  If you do not wish to receive the Sacraments, just cross your arms and a blessing 

will be given instead. Gluten free communion wafers are available. Please ask the priest as 

communion is distributed.  

 

Those for whom we pray: Cal Hanson, Mike Minchew, Biff Johnson, Rick Brandon, Katherine 

Stribling (Jan Waggoner), Laura Hermecz (Lillian Bemis), Billy Hermecz (Lillian Bemis), Kevin 

Hermecz (Lillian Bemis), Roy Hermecz (Lillian Bemis), Betty Huechtker, Betty Thomas (Lillian 

Bemis), Doris Bryant, Melody Taylor (Lillian Bemis), Marilyn Lewis (Lillian Bemis), Sam Gilfillan 

(Christine Ashley), Chris Hermecz (Lillian Bemis), Allie Marcoccia (Kathy Bowers), Nancy Wells (Kay 

Bradley), Carrietta Nelson (Lillian Bemis), Ann Gurney, Al Vondrasek, Fred Waggoner, Karen Foster 

(Ashby Jones), David Adams, Martha Cole (Courtney Gibb), Bernice Waddell (Marilyn Quinn), Ross 

Ashley (Wiley & Christine Ashley), Pat Richeson (Kathy Bowers), Beverly & David Rivers (Evie 

Loftin), Daniel Kilgore (Barbara Smith), Clint, Easton & Brooklyn Jaeger (Alan Jaeger),  

Barbara McCurdy (Pam Huerd), Mark McKlintock (Rick & Ellie Brandon), Joy Branch & Family, 

Waggoner Family, Gayle Pierce (John Butterick), Jim Matheny & McDade-Matheny Family, Dawn 

Johnson, Steve Burger (Cyndi & Jim Hill), Deric & Sheri Jones (Ci & Ashby Jones), George Caruso 

(Stillman Knight) 
Prayer List Guidelines: If you would like to add someone to the Prayer List, please contact the office. Parishioners’ 

names will be said in the Prayers of the People. All others will be added to the Prayer List in the bulletin. Names 

will be removed from the bulletin list after one month unless we are notified otherwise.  

 

For all First Responders, Law Enforcement and Members of the Armed Forces: Phil Gurney 

(USN), Scott Forrester (USAF), Joshua Goldsmith (USA), Blake Buskens (USA), Dillon Johnson (USA), 

Charlie Conner (USA), Chris Miller (GSPD), Joseph Callaway (USN), Vincent Lau (USN), Jonathan 

Arthur (USA), Savannah Kichler (USAF), Jacob Wetzler (USN), Luc Lau (USM), Jack Taylor (USN), 

Snap Nelson (USM), Callaway Williamson (USN), John Butterick (FMVFD) 

 

In Thanksgiving for Birthdays:   Cliff Withers (Dec. 3rd) 

 

In Thanksgiving for Expectant Mothers: Katie Goodwin (Jim & Cyndi Hill) 
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Servers 
Acolyte- Dec McClelland 

Lector- Chan West 

Ushers- Dick & Lee Reid   

Altar Guild- Cyndi Hill & Sara Walker 

Beadle- Jim Hill 

 

Vestry 
Jim Hill (’20), Sr. Warden    

Diane Livengood (’21), Jr. Warden       

Joy Branch (’20)     

Dick Reid (’20)    

Ron Meehan (’21)  

David Adams (’22)     

Rhonda Barber (’22)    

Bob Swartz (’22) 

John Pierce, Chancellor 

 

Staff 
The Rev. Will Lowry, Rector-hsecrector@gmail.com 

The Rev. Deacon John Talbert, johnktalbert@gmail.com 

Dr. Julian Jesubatham, Music Director 

Morgen Szapiel, Parish Administrator-holyspiritep@gmail.com 

Buddy Wheeler, Sexton 

                  Diane Wheeler, Day School Director-hseds616@gmail.com 

 

   www.facebook.com/holyspiritepgulfshores/ 

     Website: www.holyspiritep.com 

                   Church Office: 251-968-5988 

                   Day School: 251-968-5219 

                   Thrift Shop: 251-968-2797 

               Located at 616 W Ft. Morgan Rd. Gulf Shores, AL 36542 

                   Mailing Address: PO Box 2346 Gulf Shores, AL 36547 
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